
 

Lamar R-I School District 

General Questions  

Regarding Virtual Learning 
 

 
I have more than one child. Can one student register for virtual learning and the other student go to 

in-person classes? Yes.  Each student is different and one may do well in a virtual learning 

environment while another may prefer in-person classes. 

 

Can a student change back and forth from in-person to virtual education whenever they want?  No. 

Students can choose to learn virtually or in-person only on a semester basis. Lamar R-I partners with 

LAUNCH, which is a digital learning platform that offers classes online. Students must have internet 

access and a computer/device. Instruction will be provided and graded by LAUNCH instructors. If 

students choose this option, parents/guardians must notify their school for enrollment by August 12, 

2020 and by December 9, 2020 for the Spring semester. Students grades K-6th will have an 8 day 

trial period and grades 7-12th will have a 3 day trial period of virtual instruction.  After the trial period 

they will be required to continue with virtual instruction through the end of the semester. More 

information on this option is available at www.fueledbylaunch.com. 
 

Regarding future COVID-19 cases - If school would close, would students be required to transition 

to virtual education or another online learning platform? In the event of a school closure,  in-person 

teachers would transition coursework to alternate methods of instruction online/virtually for their 

students; students would not be transferred to LAUNCH. 

 

What about extracurricular activities including sports? Students enrolled for the appropriate number 

of credit-bearing in-person classes or virtual classes through LAUNCH will be eligible to participate in 

extracurricular activities.  

 

Will students who choose the virtual option have the opportunity to take advanced courses?  Yes. 

Students can access the LAUNCH course catalog and request to enroll in advanced courses listed 

there. LAUNCH courses.   

 

What about band/choir/Career & Technical Center classes? Will they be available to students who 

choose virtual learning?  Some courses are not available in an online format.  Performance & 

practical arts courses not offered by LAUNCH can be taken in person.  Students will need to attend 

full in-person learning to access most performance based classes. 

 

If I choose to enroll in virtual education, how will my child receive their special education services? 

Decisions are made by the IEP team. The amount and frequency of specific services may need 

revision to provide Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) in a remote learning environment. 

http://www.fueledbylaunch.com/
https://fueledbylaunch.com/courses/
https://fueledbylaunch.com/courses/


Students eligible for special education services may have the option to come to the school to receive 

their special education services, receive their special education services remotely, or a combination 

of both.  

 

If I choose virtual and it is also decided for my student to receive their special education services 

in-person in school, will my child be provided transportation? No. All students participating in virtual 

education will be required to provide their own transportation should they decide to access their 

special education services and/or building activities.  

 

When will my child’s services be provided? All services will be provided during the regular school 

day. A student’s specific schedule will be developed by and communicated through the special 

education teacher and/or related service provider assigned to deliver the specific service. 

 

Will my child receive the same amount of services if I choose remote learning? While these 

decisions are made by the IEP team, the amount and frequency of specific services may need 

revision to provide Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) in a remote learning environment.  

 

If my child chooses virtual learning, is there anyone in Lamar that I can contact for help?  No. 

LAUNCH teachers hold valid Missouri teacher certification and meet highly-qualified status for 

subject areas taught. LAUNCH employs full-time teachers and adjunct teachers through Springfield 

Public Schools. Virtual students should contact their LAUNCH teachers with content-related 

questions. Tech support is provided by the LAUNCH office seven days per week. 

 

How much time will my student spend online for virtual education each day? Are there specific 

times they will need to be online? Elementary students will receive 6 hours of daily 

teacher-supported virtual programming. Most of an elementary student’s day will be synchronous 

with the assigned teacher; engaged in whole class or small group instruction. Middle & high school 

students should plan to spend at least one hour a day, five days a week, on each course. In other 

words, at least five hours per week on each course. This is similar to the amount of time a student 

would spend in a course at the local “brick and mortar” school. 

 

Is the school providing devices for all students that choose virtual instruction? LAUNCH will provide 

any workbooks and learning materials directly to your student. Chromebooks will be available upon 

request from your school’s LAUNCH liaison. 

 

How will grades be determined/recorded if my child participates in virtual instruction? Grades are 

reported by LAUNCH to the Lamar R-I School District for the students records.   LAUNCH will provide 

parents with an observer account to monitor their child’s progress and LAUNCH teachers will 

contact parents if students are failing or inactive. 

 

 

 

 

Please email tigers@lamar.k12.mo.us with specific questions. 
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